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THE  LONELY
PRICKLY PEAR
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Story spread 1Story spread 1

Prickly Pear had no friends. 
He was very lonely.
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Story spread 2

Story spread 2

He decided to make friends with other trees.
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First he approached Orange Tree. 

“I will never be your friend,” 
answered Orange Tree. 

6

ZA_ABP_18_0084_TheLonelyPrickly__Inside.indd   6ZA_ABP_18_0084_TheLonelyPrickly__Inside.indd   6 6/22/23   12:226/22/23   12:22



Story spread 3

7

ZA_ABP_18_0084_TheLonelyPrickly__Inside.indd   7ZA_ABP_18_0084_TheLonelyPrickly__Inside.indd   7 6/22/23   12:226/22/23   12:22
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Then Prickly Pear went to Banana Tree.

“Not friends, no way,” said Banana Tree. 
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Prickly Pear asked Mango Tree, then 
Guava Tree.

They all turned him down.
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Prickly Pear then visited Pawpaw Tree.

“It’s not easy to be
friends with you,” 
said Pawpaw Tree. 
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“Fruit trees are beloved by people. 
They nurture us and let us live in their yards. 
But you, you are a wild tree.

You are different.”
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“We are always watered, while 
you are used to thirst and dust,” 
Pawpaw Tree continued. 
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“But I feel sorry for you as you are 
so lonely. So I will be friends with you. 
But don’t prick me!”
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Prickly Pear began to play 
with Pawpaw Tree.
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But his thorn pricked 
a pawpaw fruit. 
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Story spread 9

Pawpaw Tree was hurt and offended.

He wouldn’t play 
any more. 
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Prickly Pear was terribly sad. But he 
would not give up! He decided to look 
somewhere else.
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Story spread 10

Soon, he found Thorny Bush. 

“You and I are the same,” 
Thorny Bush said.  
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“We are prickly.
Let’s go find our new home.” 
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They went in search of that place. 
Soon, they came to a dry veld.

“This is the perfect home for prickly friends,” 
they shouted.  
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“We will stay here forever!” 
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Imprint page

In 2018, the REACH project supported Room to Read and local South African publishers to create 20 new books in 
South African languages. You hold one of these books in your hand! Each book was originally written in Sepedi, siSwati, 
Xitsonga, Tshivenda or isiZulu. All 20 books are available in all of these languages, as well as English. To find out more, 
visit onedayonebook.org.

Copyrights for this book are all held by the creators of each part of the book. They have chosen to license their part under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 license, which means that the entire book holds this same license. Thus, anyone can freely read, download, translate, print, and 
distribute this book. If you do reuse anything from this book, you must credit the creators.

The first edition of this book was published by Sharp Shoot.
This book was originally written in Xitsonga by Nghamula Justice Maluleke.
Illustrated by Subi Bosa
Designed by Aimee Ayres
Edited by Jocelyn Newmarch
with the help of the One Day One Book participants in Johannesburg on 2 June 2018.

If you are interested in purchasing more copies of this book, please contact the publisher:
Sharp Shoot
Shop 3 A, 4 Devenish St, Polokwane, 0699, South Africa
015 297 8416 

This project was funded by Results in Education for All Children (REACH) trust fund at the World Bank and the Global 
Book Alliance, and supported by the Department of Basic Education.

Room to Read South Africa
1209 Francis Baard Street, The Gables, 1 Floor, Hatfield, Pretoria 0028, South Africa
www.roomtoread.org
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